South Dakota State University

Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional
Repository and Information Exchange
South Dakota Art Museum Newsletters and Publications
Spring 4-1980

South Dakota Memorial Art Center News, April-May-June 1980
South Dakota State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/sdam_news

APR - 1

April-May-June 1980

SOUTH DAKOTA MEMORIAL ART CENTER
rh,:,1 h � D 1 '7 Rites of Passage is an exhibition of
32 textiles of the Indonesian Archipelago from the
collection of Mary Hunt Kahlenberg, former curator of
textiles and costumes at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, circulated by E.D.O. Comprehensive
Exhibitions Service. Indonesians view the art of
weaving, with the intercrossing of warp and weft, as
symbolic of the structure of the cosmos. The warp
threads, fastened between the ends of the loom,
represent the predestined elements of life. The weft,
passing back and forth and in and out, represents life's
variables. Indonesian life is punctuated by ceremonies
connected to the view of life as a series of inevitable
stages, among these birth, puberty, marriage, and
death. People gather from great distances to celebrate
these events, wearing costumes that identify their
family and social rank. Specified numbers and types of
textiles are exchanged as gifts at these ceremonies,
and in some areas large textiles are displayed to signal
the event. This exhibition has been enhanced with
Indonesian arts from the collection of Dr. and Mrs.
Sherwood 0. Berg of Brookings. An illustrated catalog
of Rites of Passage is available through the Center
sales shop.
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Woman weaving in double ikat technique, Tenganan, Bali. Kent
Watters photograph from Rites of PuHge catalog.
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\pril �. 10.�0 am. The Memorial Art Center trustees
will hold their annual meeting, elect officers for
1980-81, and present their sixth annual Artistic
Achievement Citation.

April 3-23. Touring Exhibition Program. The Age of

Edison, organized by the Siouxland Heritage Museums
in Sioux Falls, will show at the General Crook House at
Fort Omaha, Nebraska. The exhibition documents the
major inventions of Thomas Alva Edison (1847-1931)
and examines the impact of these inventions on
modern life.

April 6-June 24J Traveling Art Exhibit was organized in

1968 by the late Madeline Ritz of the South Dakota
State University Art Department with the support of
the South Dakota Arts Council and South Dakota State
University Alumni Association. Work was purchased
from artists living in the Dakotas, Iowa, Minnesota,
Montana, Nebraska, and Wyoming with the advice of
Helmut Summ of the University of Wisconsin
Milwaukee. The collection toured in the region and,
upon completion of the Memorial Art Center in 1970,
became the nucleus of the Center's collection of
contemporary regional art. Sidney Buchanan of
Omaha, Palmer Eide of Sioux Falls, James Kielkopf of
St. Paul, and C. Robert Schwieger of Minot are among
the artists represented in this selection.

Palmer Elde's Red Table, 1968, from Traveling Art Exhibit.

April 10, 7:30 p.m. Thursday Evening Film Series.
Francois Truffaut's The Man Who loved Women
(France, 1977) concerns Bertrand Morane, a bachelor
who is obsessed with women. He is no Don Juan, but
an intelligent, sensitive man who adores women of all
ages, shapes, and sizes. In an effort to understand his
obsession, he writes his memoirs, recalling the women
of his life. Under Truffaut's direction, the film
transcends a comedy of the sexes to become a serious
and sensitive exploration of the many faces of love.
Charles Denner, Brigitte Fossey, and LesI ie Caron are
featured in the cast.

April 26, 7:00 p.m. The eighth annual Evening for the
Arts at the Brookings Holiday Inn will raise funds in
support of the arts in Brookings through ticket sales, a
raffle, and an art auction. Oriental food and decor, art
and antiques, and dancing to "Big Band" music will be
the fare.
May 1-31. Touring Exhibition Program. Myra Miller
Paintings, organized by the Center from its collection,
will show at the Rawlins Municipal Library in Pierre.
Largely self-taught and subject to the demands of life
on a farm adjoining Buffalo Lake, South Dakota, Myra
Miller (1882-1961) nevertheless developed a trompe
l'oeil (deceive the eye) style of painting that has yet to
be rivaled in this state. This collection of 11 paintings
was a gift to the Center from Don Miller of Pierre, the
artist's son.
May 4-25. Touring Exhibition Program. South Dakota
Works on Paper, organized by the Center. will show at
Minot State College's Hartnett Hall Gallery in North
Dakota. The exhibition includes 24 prints, drawings,
paintings, and collages selected for purchase and tour
by Byron Burford of Iowa City. Robert Aldern of
Vermillion, Donald Boyd of Brookings, Penny
Crossman of Rapid City, Peter Meyer of Faulkton, and
Jay Olson of Sioux Falls are among the artists
represented.

The Man Who Loved Women

April 17, 7:30 p.m. Thusday Evening Film Series. Franco
Brusati's Bread and Chocolate (Italy, 1978) is about
Nino, an Italian worker in Switzerland who finds
himself a dark misfit in a world of prospering blonds.
His mishaps become increasingly degrading, yet he
tenaciously refuses to leave. As he sinks lower into the
economic and social depths, he becomes a sort of
comic Everyman, eternally rejected, yet eternally
hopeful. Nino Manfredi and Anna Karina head the
cast.
April 23, 1:30 p.m. The Memorial Art Center Guild will
hold its annual meeting, elect 1980-81 directors, and
hear University of South Dakota law professor William
Fryer 111 speak on the legal rights of artists, collectors,
and museums.

Peter Meyer's Numerous Floating SpaC!es, 1977

April 24, 7:30 p.m. Thursday Evening Film Series. Peter
Weir's The Last Wave(Australia, 1978) is part of the
New Wave of Australian filmmaking now being
acclaimed in America and Europe. The film concerns
David Burton (Richard Chamberlain}, an Australian
lawyer whose defense of five aborigines accused of
ritual murder involves him in a series of bizarre and
inexplicable experiences. As he learns more about the
aborigines and their spirit-life, we are granted a
terrifying insight into the primeval powers that seem to
threaten the civiliz.ed world. With Chamberlain are
Olivia Hamnett and Gulpilil.

May 4-)une 29. The First Ten Years exhibition is the
first in a series of programs to celebrate the Center's
10th anniversary. Outstanding acquisitions by the
Center over the past decade will be featured in this
exhibition. Harvey Dunn's Eleanor Burnet, 1906, for
example, was painted either while Dunn was
completing his studies with Howard Pyle in
Wilmington, or shortly thereafter when Dunn
established his own studio in that city. Whatever the
case, it is an early, significant work in Dunn's oeuvre,
and has greatly enhanced the Center's large collection
of the artist's work. Charles Greener's Minnehaha

Creek, 1914, was included in the Saint Paul lnstitute's

First Annual Exhibition of Northwestern Artists of 1915.
The Faulkton painter was one of two South Dakota
artists (the other being Louis Janousek of Yankton)
represented in that show, which toured to Minneapolis
and Omaha. Work by Marsden Hartley, Oscar Howe,
Utagawa Kunisada, Robert Mangold, and Ulfert Wilke
will be among those in the exhibition, along with
narrative-style labels explaining how and why the
Center collects.
Arthur Amiotte

May 28 • August 31. Touring Exhibition Program. Art
from the Red Cloud Indian School, organized by the
Center from the School's collection at Pine Ridge, will
show at the Oscar Howe Cultural Center in Mitchell.
This exhibition documents the School's efforts over
many years to stage national Native American art
competitions with liberal purchase awards. R. C.
Corman (Navaho) of Taos, New Mexico, Mary Adair
Horsechief (Cherokee) of Muskogee, Oklahoma, and
Allan Houser (Chiricahua Apache) of Santa Fe, New
Mexico, are among the 21 artists represented in this
exhibition.
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June 1 - 27. Touring Exhibition Program. W.P.A. Prints,
organized by the University of South Dakota Art
Galleries and the Yankton Area Arts Association from
the collection of the South Dakota Human Services
Center in Yankton, will show at the Western State Life
Insurance Company in Fargo, North Dakota. Thomas
Hart Benton, John Steuart Curry, Raphael Soyer, John
Sloan, and Grant Wood are among the artists
represented in this exhibition of 47 lithographs and
etchings made during the 1930s and '40s.
Acquisitions to the Center collection during the last
quarter include a ceramic work from the Northwestern
Crafts 111 by Jerry Austin of Kearney, Nebraska; three
oil paintings by Harvey Dunn (1884-1952) given by R.
W. Habberstad of Iroquois; and an oil painting by
Charles Greener (1870-1935) given by Mrs. Homer
Cordts of Faulkton.

Harvey Dunn's Eleanor Burnet, 1906.

May 4, 3:00 p.m. Arthur Amiotte of McLaughlin,
distinguished Oglala Sioux artist, author, art historian,
and teacher, will speak on Native American art in its
historical and cultural contexts. Amiotte's talk will be
in conjunction with the opening of The First Ten Years
exhibition, in which he is represented In February he
received the 1980 Governor's Award for Distinction in
Creative Achievement under the auspices of the South
Dakota Arts Council.
May 26. The Center will be open 1:00 • 5:00 p.m. in
observance of Memorial Day.

Harvey Dunn's Milking a Cow

Th• South Dakota Arts Council through a grant from

the National Endowment for the Arts has granted
$2,000 to the Center to help plan its 1980-81 Touring
Exhibitions Program, and $8,000 to help implement
that program. The Center plans to tour 13 exhibitions
during 1980-81, including South Dakota's Art in Public
Places, Artists' Religious Vision, Behind the Scenes
(theatre set design in South Dakota), Oscar Howe
Paintings, Frank and Anna Dudeck Collection of Native
American Art. South Dakota Photography 1980, and
Works on Paper from the South Dakota Memorial Art
Center. For information on or scheduling of these
exhibitions contact Sheila Agee at the Center.

Sculptors Mac Hornecker (top) and Mark Lazarus during assembly of
Hornecker's Prillrie Bluff at the South Dakota Memorial Art Center,
September 1979, in South Dakota's Art in Public Places.
Sh,,ila A t.:e, assistant to the director at the Center,

attended a workshop seminar at Harvard University,
Conservation for Museum Professionals. March 26-28.
The program dealt with the numbering and labeling of
art objects; handling and storage of art; environmental
controls in museums; loan policies, packing, and
shipping; first aid for damaged or endangered art;
proper framing and mounting methods; technical
rexamination of art; and the effect of the energy crisis
on museums. The program was made possible by a
grant to Harvard from the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation.

June McAuliffe, art educator, consultant, and president

of the Memorial Art Center Guild, was intern at the
National 4-H Center in Washington, D.C., during
February and March. Her project was "Educated Vision
for the Appreciation of Art by 4-H Youth," and
involved study of educational programs at the
National Gallery of Art, National Collection of Fine
Arts, National Portrait Gallery, and Museum of African
Art. She has written a manuscript to help 4-H leaders,
elementary teachers, and gallery docents interpret art
for children age 9-12.

In February Sid Bostic (right) of Northwestern National Bank in
Brookings presented a S500 contribution from the Bank to the
Center. This gift brought total contributions from Friends during
1979--80 to S7,534, passing the goal of S7,500 for the year four months
ahead of schedule. Dr. Sherwood 0. Berg (center), president of South
Dakota State University and a trustee of the Center, and Center
director Joseph Stuart accept the gift.
Janet Ooden, a South Dakota State University student

from Brookings, has served since December 1979 as
part-time bookkeeper at the Center, utilizing a new
accounting system designed by consultant Norman
Koehn, former comptroller for SDSU. The system is
designed specifically for art center operations, and
makes possible greater budget control. This work has
been made possible by a grant from the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare's Institute of Museum
Services. Koehn will present a report on his system to
the Institute at the completion of the grant period.
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